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men and animals. The Italians with their line of retreat
gone were forced to turn off at Afion-Kara-Hissar, and
escape by the Greek zone and Smyrna. In Europe
Germany showed signs of revolt, and a revolution in
favour of the Kaiser blazed up for a while. Ireland
was twisted in pain, and all the force of England was
concentrated in holding her down. The Kurds were
rising on the Mesopotamian frontier. Behind us in
Eastern Thrace a certain Jaffar Tahir had raised the Turks,
and they were arming and drilling and organizing from
Adrianople.
Infuriated at the attitude of the .Sultan, Mustapha
Kemal and the new Government at Angora proceeded
forthwith to make a military convention with the Bol-
shevik Government of Moscow. Denikin and his
counter-revolutionary troops had been smashed. They
had shown neither efficiency nor honesty* The Turks
and the Bolsheviks had a common aim in the destruction
of the British Empire, their common enemy. They
struck at her feet in the East. The Bolsheviks seized
Azerbaijan. By a concentrated action with the Turks
from the south they forced Armenia to her knees, and
captured Kars and Nakhitchevan. Now Nakhitchevan
and Kars form the back door of Anatolia and a side
door to Persia, and are on the way to Mesopotamia.
The Allied general staffs became alarmed. They pre-
pared plans to stop the Russian advance southwards.
They feared Bolshevik propaganda on the heels of
victorious troops. The British discussed the safety of
Bagdad and Jerusalem and even produced schemes to
cover the Suez Canal.